ANDHRA KINGS CONQUER SAURASHTRA

On the coins, from which alone data regarding the
dynasty may be obtained, the ruling kings were some-
times called " Kshatrapas," and sometimes "Maha-
kshatrapas." Colonel Biddulph supposes, and probably
rightly so, that before the future ruler succeeded to the
throne, he was known as " Kshatrapa," and was accus-
tomed to have coins issued in his own name during his
father's lifetime, assuming the title " Mahakshatrapa"
on succession.

The Kshatrapas, after deluging Western India, were
not until A.D. 145 independent sovereigns, and to under-
stand how they fell for a time into a suzerain position,
it is necessary to revert to the state of affairs in India
after the death of Asoka. One of the many minor
kingdoms which the Mauryas compelled to acknowledge
them as overlords was that of Andhra. Situated between
the Godavari and Krishna Rivers, it waited but for
the removal of the strong rule of the earlier kings of
Magadh to assert its own independence. This oppor-
tunity came after Asoka died, when the Andhra dynasty
declared its independence and embarked on a career of
conquest. Advancing Westwards, it gradually extended
its dominions until they stretched from sea to sea. The
history of the Andhra kings is scanty, though many of
their names are known.

Nahapana, the second on the list of the Saka rulers
of Saurashtra, came in conflict with the Andhras in about
the year A.IX 126 while endeavouring to enlarge his
territories. The Andhra ruler, Vilivayahura II, was
roused to anger at the Kshatrapa intrusion on his posses-
sions by a horde of what he considered to be barbarians,
and gathering together an army he overthrew and
humiliated Nahapana and extended his own kingdom by
including the newly conquered Saurashtra within it*
He entrusted the government of the Western provinces,
however, to Chashtana, who ruled as his Viceroy. The
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